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construction must not be used without rather (unless, of
course, the second alternative is suppressed altogether).
Other things being equal, I should prefer to marry a rich man than
a poor one.—e. f. benson.
The following infinitives are perhaps by false analogy from
those that might follow forbade, seen, ask. It may be noticed
generally that slovenly and hurried writers find the infinitive
a great resource.
Marshal Oyama strictly prohibited his troops to take quarter within
the walls.—Times.
The Chinese held a chou-chou, during which the devil was exorcised
and duly witnessed by several believers to take his flight in divers guises.
—Times.
Third, they might demand from Germany, all flushed as she was with
military pride, to tell us plainly whether . . .—morley.
25. 'split' infinitives
The 'split' infinitive has taken such hold upon the con-
sciences of journalists that, instead of warning the novice against
splitting his infinitives, we must warn him against the curious
superstition that the splitting or not splitting makes the differ-
ence between a good and a bad writer. The split infinitive is
an ugly thing, as will be seen from our examples below; but it
is one among several hundred ugly things, and the novice should
not allow it to occupy his mind exclusively. Even that mys-
terious quality, 'distinction' of style, may in modest measure be
attained by a splitter of infinitives: 'The book is written with
a distinction (save in the matter of split infinitives) unusual in
such works.'—Times.
The time has come to once again voice the general discontent.—Times.
It should be authorized to immediately put in hand such work.—Times.
Important negotiations are even now proceeding to further cement
trade relations.—Times.
We were not as yet strong enough in numbers to seriously influence
the poll.—Times.
Keep competition with you unless you wish to once more see a
similar state of things to those prevalent prior to the inauguration...—
Guernsey Evening Press.

